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cations of algebra to geometry. Stifel also published in 1553 Die Cosz Christoffs Rudolffs mtt schonen Ex-empeln der Cosz Gebessert vnd sehr gemehrt, with copious appendices of his own, giving compendia of the Coss. With pardonable self-appreciation Stifel asserts, "It is my purpose in such matters (as far as I am able) from complexity to produce simplicity. Therefore from many rules of the Coss I have formed a single rule and from the many methods for roots have also established one uniform method for the innumerable cases."
Stifel's writings were laid under great contribution by later writers on mathematics in widely distant lands, usually with no mention of his name. This was done in the second half of the sixteenth century by the Germans Christoph Clavius and Scheubel, by the Frenchmen Ramus, Peletier, and Salignac, by the Dutchman Menher, and by the Spaniard Nunez. It can, therefore, be said that by the end of the sixteenth century or the beginning of the seventeenth the spirit of the German Coss dominated the Algebra of all the European lands, with the single exception of Italy.
The history of the purely arithmetical solution of equations of the third and fourth degrees which was successfully worked out upon Italian soil demands marked attention. Fibonacci (Leonardo of Pisa)* made the first advance in this direction in connection
* Cantor, II., p. 43.